Saint-Simon                  59

ments made on both sides, and the defences; they
would occupy entire volumes. We maintained that
M. de Luxembourg was in no way entitled to the
precedence he claimed, and we had both law and justice
on our side. To give instructions to our counsel, and
to follow the progress of the case, we met once a week,
seven or eight of us at least, those best disposed to give
our time to the matter. Among the most punctual
was M. de la Rochefoucauld. I had been solicited from
the commencement to take part in the proceedings,
and I complied most willingly, apologising for so do-
ing to M. de Luxembourg, who replied with all the
politeness and gallantry possible, that I could not do
less than follow an example my father had set me.

The trial having commenced, we soon saw how badly
disposed the Chief President was towards us. He ob-
structed us in every way, and acted against all rules.
There seemed no other means of defeating his evident
intention of judging against us than by gaining time,
first of all; and to do this we determined to get the case
adjourned. There were, however, only two days at
our disposal, and that was not enough in order to com-
ply with the forms required for such a step. We were
all in the greatest embarrassment, when it fortunately
came into the head of one of our lawyers to remind
us of a privilege we possessed, by which, without much
difficulty, we could obtain what we required. I was
the only one who could, at that moment, make use
of this privilege. I hastened home, at once, to obtain
the necessary papers, deposited them with the pro-
cureur of M. de Luxembourg, and the adjournment
was obtained. The rage of M. de Luxembourg was